Facts & Figures
Owner: Hew York Ciy Boand of
Education. Mew Yok, WY
Duveloper; Take Te Fizid, Inc.,
Mo York, WY

Type of Project: £4 new alhlatic
]
Architect: The Thomion-Tomasets
Gmoup Inc,, LIA Associates
Diwizion, Mew York, KY
anchilectural, sitafend,
ginsciural, slecirical and
Plumbing design senced)]
Construction Manager:

Tk Consfruction Cofporation,
ey York, WY

Slae: 30,000 square feat i
S00.000 square feat (por fald)
Cost: Approximartely $3.3 milion
for eumch Tiedd
Construciion Time: 2000 - 2005
{eetimated compleson)

The Head: Beter physical
education for children in Mew York
City's public schoots

The Challenge: Securing funding
for all 44 athletic fields within fve
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In 1999 The Mew York Times
wrote a series of articles on
the disgraceful state of athletic
fields and the lack of athletic
programs for students in MNew
York City's public schools. With
these three articles fanning the
flames of outrage, three men,
Preston Robert Tisch, Tony Kiser
and Richard Kahn, decided to
make a difference by forming Take
the Field, Inc.

As a nonprofit real estate corpo-
ration, Take the Field depends
solely on charitable contributions
for the funding of this project.
50 far, Take the Field has raised
$130 million and has rebuilt 37
of 44 athletic fields. Three are
currently under construction, leav-
ing four more to be reconstructed,
Once completed, each of the 44
fields will have a new synthetic
turf playing field, track and field
facilities, tennis and handball

New York, New York

Take the Field

courts, spectator seating, score-
boards, and additional sitework
and beautification.

According to Mary Musca,
executive director of Take the
Field, funds are raised through
three main sources. “The first are
peaple whao live in New York City
and went to school here,” she
said. "The second are corporate
leaders., We are blessed with
many large companies in MNew
York City. Charities and founda-
tions are the third group to help.”
Despite the generosity of many,
however, Take the Field still
needs an additional $10 million to
complete the entire project.

“The greatest challenge has
been [expediting] the projects so
design and construction for each
field is completed within a single
year, and ensuring athletic facili-
ties are only taken out of service

for a single spring or fall season,”

Fhotos courtesy of The Thomton-Tomasett
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said James H. Jones, PE, of TDX
Construction Corporation, the
project’s construction manager.
“To  meet these aggressive
objectives, the team utilized the
flexibility it has as a public/private
partnership to expedite procure-
ment and review as well as
approval time frames.”

Since Take the Field has
pledged to complete all 44 fields
within five years, a fast-paced con-
struction schedule must be main-
tained to meet the 2005 deadline.
Value engineering was used
throughout planning because of
the project’s total size as well
as its aggressive schedule, which
enabled changes to be made
and valuable savings to be built
directly into the cost early in the
process, “This angoing review and
value engineering process resulted
in reduced construction costs
without extending the time
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needed to complete the construc-
tion documents,” said Jones,

Another significant challenge
has included dealing with a
shortened construction  year.
Construction is suspended from
Movernber to March each year
because of the area’s harsh win-
ters, giving contractors only seven
manths in which to work.

With the help of Take the Field
and its charitable contributors,
each New York City public school
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student will have a better chance
of being healthy and increasing
his or her academic abilities
through physical education — in
addition to having a terrific new
place to play. B
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far TAKE THE FIELD, Inc.

in this important task of
rebuilding the athletic
facilitias of New York

City High Schools

Beqinning on page 221 you will find the regional “ShortList,” a tool that wil
help you find and contact the region's subcontractors, suppliers, vendors
and peoject team members that wera a part of the area’s most innovative,
unigue and challenging new construction and renovation projects.

The companias that are advertised in this section and in the “Company
Biography” section on page 201 have worked on the region's top projects.

1t you have a publication that
doesn't include the ShortList
and you would like a copy,

please call Connie Abrams at

248.945.4700 ext. 41
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